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Objective of the study

e Assess growers' willingness to cultivate the
crop.

e Obtain current information on South Florida
papaya industry.



How was it done?

Qualtrics software

November 25t 2013- January 25", 2014
42 answers

62% papaya growers

qualtrics



Three sections:

1. Demographic questions
2. Papaya production

3. Perception of GM crops
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Papaya Varieties



Farm sizes
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Acres of papaya grow
(by farm sizes)
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gevity of plantatic
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Average papavya vield

(Pounds/acre/year)
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Grow papaya as:

A single solid Inter cropped with
planting other plants




Types of Market

Green
market



aya growers’ future

Decreased Increased Remain the




Constrains to growing papaya

Low prices
9%

.

Do not know
7%\

Foreign
competition

Others: Virus, insects, weather, papaya wasp, Marketing issues



Perception on geneticze
modified crops

Ban me? Why would anyone want to
ban a frankenfruit like me?
Come on, just one bite!
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Knowledge on:
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Level of concern regarding PRSV

Don't know Somewhat
PRSVY concerned
6% 15% __
Very Concemed
concerned 29%

50%




Labeling of GMO’s

h GM ingredients should be GM crops should be lab
labeled

il Disagree LI Neutral LiIAgree
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Yes



Reasons for not growing papaya:

Reason Percentage
Health risks 26%
Environmental reasons 12%
Higher cost of planting material 08%
Cannot re-utilize seeds 08%
Market acceptance 19%
Other 27%

Other: retailers will not purchase GM papaya (letter agreement required)



Acres of papaya to be grown
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Concluding remarks

* 62% of the growers are willing to grow
genetically modified papaya

* The biggest concerns regarding GM papaya
are market acceptance and possible health
risks caused by it.






